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HISTORY

Coopersdale Community is a 6 building, 121-unit
public housing complex built in 1959. Located in
the historic neighborhood of Coopersdale within
the West End, the housing site is one of several that
the Johnstown Housing Authority (JHA) maintains,
making significant improvements over the years.

Johnstown was home to workers and their families
that operated the steel companies during the

city's industrial boom in the 1800s. The innovation
and technology of iron and steel production from
industry titans such as Cambria Iron Company of
Johnstown and Bethlehem Steel Company became
widely recognized and a model copied by other
companies. This propelled the city and Coopersdale
to prosper economically.

Over the years a combination of natural disasters
and economic shifts impacted the city and ultimately
Coopersdale. The Johnstown Flood of May 31, 1889,
March 17, 1936 and July 20, 1977 rattled the city's
economy and damaged many businesses. Iron and
steel companies began to shut down operations

due to continuing flooding and outsourcing
manufacturing . Population also began to decline.

Although Johnstown endured significant hardships,
the city moved forward and has diversified their
economy. Coopersdale remains a strong oriented
place with its early 20th-century homes intact,
beautiful tree linage, and scenic woodlands. JHA
has constructed new homes and help residents of
Coopersdale Community to seek homeownership.
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Cambria Iron Company, Blacksmith Shop, ~1968-69 Cambria Iron Company, Pattern Shop, ~1968-69

Johnstown disaster, May 31, 1889. Cambria Mills

Source: Cambria Iron Company, Johnstown, Cambria County, PA. The Library of Congress. (n.d.. www.loc.gov/item/pa2288/
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PLANNING AREA

As the northern gateway into the City of Johnstown,
the West End neighborhood boundary is an .8
square mile planning area. The West End lies
between the Conemaugh River to the north, Laurel
Avenue to the south, and is enclosed by Johnstown's
corporate limits on both the east and west sides. The
boundary follows Census Tract 136.

The West End neighborhood is primarily residential,
with limited commercial and industrial land uses.
Most of the development formed around the steel
and iron manufacturing buildings, which dictated
the various zoning districts seen today. Limited or
no land use planning occurred. With a population

of 3,269 residents, the planning area lies in a valley,
surrounded by hills and natural open space. The
following page shows the boundaries of West End at
street level.

Coopersdale Community is one of several properties
that JHA manages, located next to the Conemaugh
River.

COMMUNITY SNAPSHOT




WEST END CHOICE NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN

Northern Boundary (looking south)

Image Source: Google Maps

Cooper Avenue (Route 403) marks the northern edge of the
planning area with an annual average daily traffic count of 6,400
vehicles, based on 2023 data. This road is one entryway into
Johnstown and meets the intersection of Laurel Avenue and
Broad Street which leads into the downtown area.

Eastern Boundary

Image Source: Google Maps

Academy Street is east of Coopersdale Community, located
at a higher elevation. Residential borders the edge along with
open space and dense, woodlands.
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Southern Boundary

Image Source: Google Maps

Laurel Avenue is the southern point of West End surrounded by
residential, a small commercial plaza, and next to Garfield Middle
School. Laurel Avenue Gardens, pictured above, is one of several
community gardens managed and partially funded by nonprofit
organizations, school districts, and a public housing development.

Western Boundary

Image Source: COLLABO

Harold Avenue (Route 56) is an alternative access point into
West End. This road experiences an annual average daily
traffic count of 4,700 vehicles. A small residential area borders
natural woods on the left side of Harold Avenue.






























































































